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Chamber of Commerce

Media Release

2025 Ag Excellence Award Recipient Announced

For Immediate Release
Billings, Mont., Jan. 2, 2026: The Billings Chamber of Commerce announces that John Ostlund has been
selected posthumously as the 2025 recipient of the Billings Chamber Award for Agriculture Excellence.

Ostlund's legacy spans more than three decades of steadfast leadership, service, and advocacy for
agriculture in Yellowstone County and across Montana. A trusted voice and tireless champion for the ag
community, Ostlund has played an integral role in strengthening agricultural infrastructure, supporting
youth involvement in agriculture, and ensuring the connection between urban and rural remains strong.

Presented by Stockman Bank, the Award for Agriculture Excellence recognizes an individual, business, or
organization that has made outstanding contributions to the Billings agricultural community,
demonstrated excellence in agriculture, leadership ability, and participation in civic, service, and
community organizations. Recipients are nominated by their peers and selected by the Billings Chamber
Ag Committee and Board of Directors.

“John stood as tall—or taller—than anyone for the agricultural community and everyone in it,” shares one
nominator. “He was an honest broker, a straight shooter, and someone who always led with integrity,
kindness, and humility.”

Among his many contributions, Ostlund was a driving force behind the development of the new outdoor
arena at MetraPark, ensuring agriculture and equine competitions continue to have a premier home in
Yellowstone County. He has been a steadfast supporter of 4-H, NILE, Chase Hawks, and youth agriculture
programs, consistently promoting opportunities for the next generation to engage in and learn from
agriculture. His leadership extended to public service, including serving as president of MACO, and
helping guide recovery efforts following the 2010 tornado that impacted MetraPark.

A longtime member of the Billings Chamber Ag Committee, Ostlund is known for showing up with
curiosity, collaboration, and an unwavering commitment to doing what is right for the agricultural
community. He understands the intersection of urban and rural Montana and has worked across the
aisle to move the county and state forward with professionalism and purpose.
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“John represented Yellowstone County and the agricultural community with passion and focus,” another
nominator shared. “His legacy is one of encouragement, reliability, and getting things done, always with
people first.”

Ostlund will be honored during the upcoming 2026 Billings Chamber Ag Banquet on January 30, 2026
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Montana Pavilion of MetraPark. Tickets for this event can be purchased at
BillingsChamber.com.

H###

Catalyst. Convener. Champion. The Billings Chamber of Commerce represents our 1,100
members who employ more than 45,000 people. We are a catalyst for business growth, a
convener of leaders and influencers and a champion for a thriving community.
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