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Legislative Session

The Billings Chamber of Commerce is your business advocate.
No other organization in Billings works as hard for our business
community’s inferests during the Legislature than we do.

- Ju\ We take action and lobby on important legislation.

y i\ We keep you connected with lawmakers.

sy Our legislative Update newsletters kept you informed and
up-to-date each week of the 2025 legislative Session.

"Whether testifying on Billings priorities like safety and housing or
getiing legislators together to discuss important issues, the Billings
Chamber represents the business community’s needs with clarity
and conviction. They do great work for Billings businesses and |
greatly enjoyed working with them throughout the Session.”

—Speaker Pro Tempore Katie Zolnikov (R) - Billings
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HB 245 | REVISE THE MONTANA HELP ACT WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT PROVISIONS AND TERMINATION DATE

HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
CAPITOL ROOM 303 | JANUARY 22, 2025
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(Above: VP of Business Advocacy, Dan Brooks, fesfifies on Medicaid
expansion reauthorization, which was signed by Gov. Gianforte.)
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Bill Action

Legislator Lunches

We hosted six lunches with local
legislators. Four were open to our
membership to connect and
engage with lawmakers. The
other two were focused on
adding local judges and
property tax relief.

We took action on 62 total bills,
A maijority of bills were priority
area bills or business issue bills.
Every bill that we supported and
that passed through the
legislature did so with bipartisan
support.

PRIORITY BILLS (20)

BUSINESS ISSUES (17)

NAT. RESOURCES & ENV. (13)
WORKFORCE &ED. (6)

TRAVEL & TOURISM (4)

INFRA. & TRANSPORTATION (1)
QUALITY OF LIFE (1)

Chamber Action
Policy Topics
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WORKFORCE // HOUSING SUPPLY // PUBLIC SAFETY

PRIORITY WINS IN THE 2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

THE CHAMBER GETS RESULTS
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TWO NEW DISTRICT COURT JUDGES

OurJudicial District (JD) has the most case filings of any JD in Montana, averaging 10,539 cases
annually between 2015 - 2024. Two addifional judges will help to deal with the increasing case
load and allows for the specialization of court dockets, providing efficiencies in the process.

REALIGN THEFT PENALTIES TO FIT CRIME

Shoplifing was the only type of theft that did not decrease in Billings, according to the most
recent Bilings Police Department Annual Report. Legislation changed penaliies to accurately
reflect a crime committed. Now, up to a $1,500 theft faces up to a $1,500 fire.

POSSESSING STOLEN FIREARM NOW A CRIME

In 2023, almost 200 firearms were sfolen from vehicles in Bilings. Unfortunately, stolen firearms
are lkely to be used in another crime, often violent. Creating this penalty will make criminals think
twice about carrying stolen firearms; now they face a 10-year sentence.

ALLOWING SINGLE-STAIR HOUSING

Large land footprints and land assemblage make housing in desireable downtown or infill areas
difficult. This bill allows for single-stair housing, up to six stories with adequate safety precautions,
fo make new housing in desirable areas easier fo build.

RETURNING PARKING DECISIONS TO BUSINESS

Covernment mandates have long prioritized housing for cars over housing for people. This bil
refurns more parking decisions to property owners and businesses. Parking will still be buili, but
more aligned with market demand instead of govemment mandate.

FUNDING HOUSING INFRASTRUCTURE

The Montana Housing Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund (HOMES Account) received another
$100 million for loans to fund water, wastewater, sormwater, street, curb, gutter, and sidewalk
infrastructure fo serve residential development.

MEDICAID EXPANSION REAUTHORIZATION

Medicaid expansion provides a significant benefit for our businesses, particulary small
businesses unable to afford health plans for employees. The Bilings Chamber has been a
long-ime supporter, from initial passage in 2015 to recent testimony at the Capitol.

CONSTRUCTION APPRENTICE TAX CREDIT

The demand for construction workforce will continue to be high. This bill adds consfruction
apprentices to the Jobs Growth Incentive Tax Credit (JGTC), and allows businesses to claim both
JGTC and apprenticeship tax credit for the same employee.

FUNDING FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL CTE

Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs create a pipeline of job-ready talent with
specific skills our businesses need. This bill appropriates $240,000 for the Office of Public
Instruction (OPI) o distribute to approved CTE programs fo leverage federal funding and grarts.



