
Q1 Please provide your name.

Rodney Garcia

Q2 Why are you running for State Legislature?

I have enjoyed over 40 years successfully representing the residents of this district.  My experience will help me to accomplish much for 
Billings as a member of the Montana Legislature again .

Q3 What do you believe is the most important issue related to growing business in Billings and what are your
suggestions for addressing that issue?

I would be interested in investigating this subject with the Chamber.  One interesting possibility is eliminating, or drastically reducing, all 
business taxes in order to attract new businesses as well as support growth of existing businesses IF the increase in employee income 
taxes would compensate.

Q4 In the 2017 Legislative Session, local option authority was supported by the Billings Chamber, City of Billings,
Big Sky Economic Development, Downtown Billings Partnership, and numerous other organizations across the state.
Under what conditions would you vote for a local option authority bill?

I will oppose all general sales taxes unless there is an absolutely guaranteed reduction in the overall tax burden, especially on our 
senior citizens who are increasingly being taxed out of their homes.

Q5 Tax Increment Finance (TIF) districts are an important economic development tool for our community. How will
you work to ensure one of local government’s most useful funding mechanisms is preserved?

I would support strengthening TIF laws' longevity with genuine local input mechanisms.
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Q6 In 2016, Yellowstone County hoteliers remitted $3.5
million in facility use taxes to the state. That year our
regional Convention & Visitors Bureau, which markets
and promotes our area as a travel destination, received
$350,000 (just 10%) from the state to market and
promote tourism in our area. Will you work with the
Billings Chamber and lodging partners to ensure more
money is returned to the areas generating lodging tax
revenue? (Y/N)

Yes

Q7 MSU Billings is an essential economic driver for our community and surrounding area. Not only does MSU
Billings provide educational opportunity for Montanans, it also assists with workforce development, an increasingly
important challenge facing our community. How will you help to ensure MSU Billings receives adequate funding for
facility updates?

There has already been a great deal of community discussion concerning reviving MSU Billings into becoming a great element of 
general educational opportunity and business strength for the whole region.  I will consider requests for funding on a project by project 
basis, e.g. infrastructure supporting prominent regional nursing programs, training curricula for supporting or attracting particular 
businesses.

Q8 The Billings Chamber, City of Billings, Big Sky Economic Development, Downtown Billings Partnership, and other
community partners, are working with Hammes Co. on the development of One Big Sky Center, comprised of two
development districts and anchored by a regional convention center. If a state funding source were identified and
developed, under what conditions would you support the inclusion of state monies in the funding mix for a regional
convention center in Billings?

Recognizing that adequate and modern convention facilities are beneficial to our entire community, I will consider all reasonable 
proposals.  I very strongly prefer, however, projects funded by the private sector.

Q9 Sixteen percent of Billings workers are employed in
the healthcare arena resulting in a total direct and
indirect economic output of $2.6 billion annually. Do you
believe that cutting state reimbursement to hospitals,
clinics and other healthcare providers is a way to
address state budget shortfalls? (Y, N)

No

Q10 Throughout the legislative interim and November 2017 Special Session the re-evaluation of Montana’s funding
mechanisms was a topic of discussion. What are your thoughts on the need to identify new revenue sources to
address a shifting economy and our infrastructure needs?

The revenue sources we have now are adequate.  We can increase the revenues from them by growing the economy.

Q11 Billings, and the greater Yellowstone County area, has the largest legislative delegation in the state and there is
great potential to work together toward regional specific initiatives. How do you plan to work with all members of the
Yellowstone County area delegation for the betterment of our business community during the 2019 Legislative
Session?

In my many years of service to the community, I have always considered working with anyone who is willing to help as essential to a 
successful conclusion.  I am committed to continuing this approach in doing the peoples' business.
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Q12 If you have not sent the Billings Chamber a high-res
image you would like us to use, please upload a photo
here.

Respondent skipped this question
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